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Though generally overlooked during her lifetime, Emily Dickinson's poetry has achieved acclaim

due to her experiments in prosody, her tragic vision and the range of her emotional and intellectual

explorations.
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When it comes to choosing an edition of Emily Dickinson's poems, we need to be very careful.

Selections of her poems have appeared in many editions, and the earlier ones - which are still being

reprinted - often contain extensively edited and revised versions of her poems which do not give us

what she actually wrote.Her poems are so unusual, in terms of their diction, meters, grammar, and

punctuation, that earlier editors felt obliged to replace her characteristic dashes with more

conventional punctuation, and to regularize and smooth out her texts to make them more

acceptable to readers of the time.In fact, it was only when Thomas H. Johnson's editions appeared

that readers were finally given an accurate version of the original texts, with Emily Dickinson's

diction and punctuation restored.Johnson has produced three different editions of the poems. The

first, a 3-volume Variorum Edition (1955), includes all of her many variants, since Emily Dickinson

often added alternate words to her drafts and in many cases seems never to have decided on a

final reading. These variants, though extremely interesting to scholars, enthusiasts, and advanced

students of ED, are not really necessary in an edition for the general reader.What the general

reader needs is an edition in which the editor, after closely examining the manuscripts and taking

into account all relevant factors, gives what he feels is a sensible and acceptable reading, and this



is what Johnson has given us in the two other editions he prepared, a Reader's edition of the

Complete Poems (details of which are given below), and an abridgement of this which included only

what he felt were her best poems.
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